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To: Matt Brunt

From: David Rumney

Subject: APPLRG Inquiry
Matt

 

Pleased to meet you this afternoon. I confirm my interest in being involved in giving evidence to the select committee, particular in relation to the impact of utilities on schemes.

 

My relevant background is as follows:

 

I graduated in 1969 and have been in engineering continuously since, initially working for structural/civil engineering consultancies. In 1978 I became senior measurement engineer on the Tyne & Wear Metro, and was responsible for agreeing many of the final accounts for the central area stations. In the process, I took an interest in the legal aspects of the work, particularly contract law. This interest has continued and developed to the present, giving me a broad outlook on the legislative background to dealing with utilities and their apparatus - and of course an insight into the costing process.

 

I worked on the Metro project for 5½ years, then in February 1987 I was seconded by my then employer, Mott MacDonald, to GMPTE to work on Metrolink. Initially my remit was to advise on forms of contract, and the secondment was intended to last for about 3 months. However, I became involved in wider aspects of the scheme, and became senior project engineer with responsibility for the city centre street-running section. I remained there until September 1992, shortly after the tramway fully opened to commercial service. I used the experience gained during this period to set up as a self-employed consultant, left Mott MacDonald in November 1992, and have been freelance ever since.

 

Although I was involved with all aspects of Metrolink planning, design and procurement, possibly my most significant role was in agreeing, planning, programming and overseeing the diversion of utilities apparatus in advance of the main construction works. I subsequently wrote a paper on the work for the Civils Proceedings, and when I became self-employed, this was the area that I concentrated on. I continued to advise Manchester, and planned the diversions for Phase 2 to Salford Quays and Eccles. I also developed the reference alignment of the tramway, and acted as GMPTE's checker on the detailed design of the alignment and the overhead line design. I played a large part in the planning of the diversions for Phase 3 first time around, but have not had an involvement with the scheme in the last three years.

 

At the same time, I advised Strathclyde PTE on the utilities' aspects of their plans for Strathclyde light rail line 1, which unfortunately failed to obtain statutory powers. I also worked for WYPTE on the original plans for Line 1 of Supertram, and gave evidence to the House of Lords Committee on the utilities aspects of the scheme, leading up to enactment in July 1993.

 

I have been involved with the Midland Metro scheme since 1996, mainly dealing with utilities but also advising on a variety of aspects of the project. Other than that, I have advised on a number of other schemes including proposed extensions to the Sheffield Supertram, NET Phase 2, Leeds NGT, TIE, Merseytram, Seaton tramway, Tyne and Wear Metro and Oxfordshire GTE.

 

In 1993 I wrote PTEG's handbook Diversionary Works for Tramway Promoters. In 2005, I updated this, but it is now out-of-date again, and I will be revising it as part of a commission from UKTram. For UKTram, I am the main contributor to Activity Group 1, dealing with protection and diversion of utilities' apparatus. In 1994/5, I was a member of a Department of Transport working party which reviewed the utilities' contribution to diversionary works carried out for major transport works, and wrote the report presented by the promoter's side. I am currently a member of the HAUC/DfT working party considering amendments to the Diversionary Works Code of Practice, looking after the interests of transport authorities. Finally, I was an expert witness in the Roe case, which hinged on the supposed skidding by Mr Roe on rails that were proud of the surface of the road, and subsequently advised PTEG on the implications for current and future legislation.

 

As you can see, I have extensive experience of dealing with utilities and of the statutory background. I feel that I can make a useful contribution to the debate on the relationship between tramways and apparatus. Obviously I would need some guidance on the nature of the topics that PTEG would like covered, but I'm equally happy to assist in establishing a suitable line of approach.

 

Hope this is some use to you. Please let me know if you need anything further from me at this stage, or if you want to set up a meeting to discuss the content of a presentation.

 

Regards

 

David Rumney
Midland Metro Utilities' Co-ordinator
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